
Upper Brandon Plantation 'rince Georze Co., Va. 
Nvru 01 PmOery Cany and SWe 

5. c h d i a r h  
Ownership of h W r Y  of P- Numbor of Resounrr within Proprty 
(Check asmany Wxea as apply) (Check onhl one box) (Don a  include pranarrry l i n M  rssarrces ~nttm aunt.) 

a private 9 building(s) 
C public-local district 
C public-Slate 7site 
C public-Federal C structure 

C object 

Contributing Noncontributing 
3 
2 5 buildings 

2- 2 sites 

2 3 structures 

8 1 1  Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Numbu of contrlkrtlng neource~pmvbudy li.1.d 
(Enter " N i A  if pmpsrm IS no( pan of a muniple pmeny lining.) i n t h 8 w R . g i . t . r  

6. Function or U& 
Historic Fundons Cumnt t%ndom 
(Enter categories from innrun!ons) (Enter cat- ban ~ ~ ~ N ~ I K M S )  

DOMESTIC: single dwelling DOMESTIC: corporate retreat 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: sutbuildings AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: outbuildings 

4GRICULTURE/suBSISTEYCE: fields 4GRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: fields 

7. Description 
Architectural Classiticatlon Mat&b 
(Enter categories from lnnrun~ons) (Enter cat- from lnnructlons) 

EARLY FIEPUaLIC: Early Classical Revival foundation Brick 

walls B Y -

roof Slate 

other 

Nanatlve Description 
[Describe the h~slorlcand current condltlon ol the proparry on one or more conl~nual~onsheet¶.) 



V p p e r  B r a n d o n  p l a n t a t i o n  p r l ? c e  G e o r g e  C o . ,  Va. 
Name 01 Propefty County arm Stale 

8. Statement of Signatkana 
Applicabk National Registar Cntetia Areas of Signficance 
(Mark I tn one or more boxes tor the crmna quaI~Wngme properm (Enter caregones fmrn instruntons) 
for Nat!onal Reg~sterihsllng I 

lRCHImECTURE 

A Property 1s associated wlth events that have made 4GRICULTUQE 
a slgnlficant contr~but~onto the broad patterns of 
our history 

-- 8 Properly 1s assoc~atedwtth the llves of persons 
slgnlflcant in our past 

Z C Propeny embod~esthe dlstlndlve characterlst~cs 
of a type, penod, or method of c o n s t m n  or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
h~ghanlstlc values, or represents a stgn~ficantand 
d~stlngulshableentlty whose components lack Period of Significance 
~nd~v~duald~st~nctton 1825-1859 

D Property has y~elded,or IS l~kelyto y~etd. 
lnformat~onImportant In prehtstory or htstory 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark ' x "  n all the bores lhal apply I 

Property 1s: 

A owned by a rel~g~ousinstltutlon or used for 
rel~g~ouspurposes. 

-- B removed from its orlglnal locat~on 

Significant Dates 

SlgniRcant Person 
(Complete 11Crltenon 8 15 marked a k v e l  

-_ C a blnhplace or grave 

Cultural Affiliation
E D a cemetery 

-_ E a reconstructed bulldlng, Object. or structure. 

-- F a commemoratJve property. 

-- G less than 50 years of age or ach~evedslgnlficance Architect/Builder 

w~thlnthe past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
IExPlaln the slunlfranceof the otcoulv on one or rnon, contlnuatlon sheets.). . 
9. Major Bibiiographical Rolefences 
Bibiiography 
(Cite the beaks. an~cles,and other sources used in prepanng th~slorm on one or m e  contlnuatlon si7eetS.l 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:-
_r preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office 

- CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency 
(2prevtously listed in the National Register Federal agency 
E previously determined eligible by the National &I Local government 

- Register University 
i destgnated a National Historic Landmark aOther 
C recorded by Historlc American Buildings Survey Name of rePositoryVa. H i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  



Upper Brandon Plantation Prince George Co., Va. �
N--d=m=V carrrvandstau 

2,::8.5 acres �

Ulm Reiamncw 
(Race addM.1 UTM r.fenmars on a continwlkw sheet.) 

l / l / l j l l l l l l l l l l l l / ~ L J U I I I I I, I I1 

Zone East~ng Nonhlng Zone Eastlng N m l n g  

2 U I I I ~ I l l I l 4 1 U l l l I l 1 , 

2 see contlnuatm sheet 

V M mndrvD&rlptkn
(Dgcnba the bandu*.d M.pmp.rm on a cunlnuation 5h.R.) 

eou* JlNMkdon �
(Explain why M.DuldrirWON aakcted m a cominuabm sheet.) �

11. Fom, Pmu8md By 

name/title Helen S .  T .  Reed 

organ,zat,on Reed Restoration date Dec. 31, 1995 

street 8 number Box 29053 telephone (804) 784-5619 

Richmond Va . 23229
city or town state zip code 

Addltl0rc.l D o c u m  �
Submlt the folldng i1md ths  ccwnP!Ued form: �

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) inditing the property’s location. 

A Sketch m p  for historic districts and pmperties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and whit. photogmpha of the property. 

Additlonsl Items 
(Chak mth the SHPO u FPO la~y adal(lorul m) 

P r o m  Owner 
(Complete this ~ t mat the rsqwa d SHPO or FW.) �

James River Corp., Mr. Pete Trexler �name 

1802 Upper Brandon Road (804) 866-5000 �
nreet 8 number t*-

city or town Spring Grove state Va . zipcode 23881 

PqwwOIh R.duc(lon Act SbtmNnt l%Ia i n f o m l ~is bDing cdkaad laapplicstions m the National RsgiMr ofHialaic Placa to nominate 
p w e a  1W l i n g  a~~w WbUilY fa IiaUng. 10 l ipmpulir. and to mend existing lirtinga Fbapmoa to this r e q w  is required to Obtain 
a benelil in acmdma with M.N*iaul arc Pmauvebn M,Marnerdd (18 U.S.C. 470 m q..). 

EdhMdBurdrr8(r*nrcll: P u b l l c ~ b u r d r , l a ~ h ( o n i s ~ ( o ~ 1 8 . 1harnpnraponr incWingth Iwnna*nng 
i m b w c t b m . ~ a n d ~ d * L . n d ~ a n d m r i . r r i n g t M f o r m .D i n d c m m m ~ n g m b b u ~ s a t ~ w a n y ~ a W c l  
QI this form m th. C ~ M .  S.ma.Mvi.iar. Nmhm~PUII smvica. P.0. BOX 37127. Washington. DC ZW13.7127: Md the OMce of 
Man- and BudgU P.prrrork Radwdbm Fm#cta (lU2*Mlq. WnhlwlOn. M:20503. 
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Upper Erandon clantation 
Section number 

9 

, Page 6 Prince George Co., Va. 

.Another original building on the property is the overseer’s 

house ( 2 )  moved in 1986 from its original s,ite ( 2 ) and 

en:ar;ed with two wings to serve as an office. Only some 

5oc:s, ~indows. upstairs flooring, and a partial stairrase 

remain. It vas documented by Colonial ’dilliamsbur; 

::earky a slave house ( 3 )  wit!: two rooms and a central 

’irszlace remains, the sole survivor of three such buildinzs 

?ctsd in 1948. It was restored in 1987 with the help of 

, - - IL--,n:al rilliamsburq (21 Chappel1 CW8?-!-C) and serves 3s a 

z ~ s e ~ m �no;.. �

-ie... speczac,2lar site of Upper Srandon is enhanced by many 

ol= trees (mostly labeled) and extensive box~ood gardens. 

Zxrensive arc3aeological research and restoration was done 

1986-?! by ’dilliam Kelso with landscape architect Willlam 3. 

7Leley: an appropriate fenced garden ( 4 )  has been 

rec3nstrzcted including the 3rick forcing wall. The ongoing 

horticnltnral program is supervised by Beth Corker. The 

mysterious mound on the riverside lawn was once a rose 

zar’en. William Byrd Harrison was interested in Edmund 

Ruffin’s theories of improved scientific land use, and Upper 

Brandon continues to operate a successful farming operation. 

Other archaeology includes the Sunbury field site ( 5 )  vest 

’of Rennon Harsh. It vas documented in 1985 by Nick 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Resister of Historic P l a c ~ s  
Cantinuation Sheet 

- Upper Brandon Plantation 

Section number Page 7 Prince George Co. , Va. 

Luccketti to the Archaic or Early woodland periods (8,000 

BC-1,000 BC) with pottery dating from the Kiddle and Late 

Woodlands Periods (500 BC-AD 1607). Remains of an early 

colonial settlement of about 1640 also exist. Preliminary 

infornal excavations were done at the Lodge site before 

construction. Shards and evidence of these prehistoric and 

early colonial locations are displayed in the slave cabin �

museum. �

The 013 smoke house (5) just west of t5e Xltchen dependency �

is a larze occagcnal building vith an unusual c~nical roof �

struct~re. �

T?-e ori~i-a: icehouse ('1 built into the side of the hill is 

Located east of the main house. It is near the roadway to 

the vharf. 

The s:ave cemetery (8) has not been explored and is �

identi5:ed Sy a local farmer, Cecil Ruben Yay. �

E’even noncontributing resources include: the dairy barn ( A )  

built in the early 1900s: the farm barn (8)and nearby grain �

bins also built in the early 1900s; the manager’s house (C) �

built in the colonial style in 1985: the larger farmhouse �

(D) and small farmhouse (E) both built in 1986; the �

corporate lodge (F) designed by Gordon Galusha and built in �

two sections in 1986 and 1990; a wharf site (G) and road bed �















United States DqJmmentof the Interfor 
National Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

8 2 Upper Brandon P l a n t a t i o n  
Section number Page Pr ince  George Co. , Va. 

Harrison, had enlightened views on agriculture and on �

slavery. His neighbor Edmund Ruffin was known for his �

advocacy of states’ rights and his improved agricultural �

practices, published in his monthly Farmers’ Reqister. �

Harrison contributed articles on his experiments to improve �

crops, such as the use of lime and the necessity of crop �

rotation. Commercial success was important. and the Upper �

Brandon wharf on the James River provided the transportation �

necessary to participate in a market economy of grain: this �

continued trade practices established in the seventeenth �

century with tobacco. The continuity of family ownership �

lasted until 1948. �

The architecture of the main house and dependencies places �

Upper Brandon among a group of elegant and sophisticated �

Virginia houses built about 1830 by an accomplished group �

of workmen using the Asher Benjamin pattern book and �

possibly working under the direction of its co-author, �

Daniel Raynerd. These houses mostly mentioned specifically �

before include: Hagnolia Grange (182?), Horn Ouarter �

( ! 8 2 % - 3 0 ) ,  Hampstead (1825-2;). the Governor’s "ansion 

(181?:1830s), and Lower Brandon alterations ’?Q?Osi. �

Following the 1859 additions, Upper Srandon ? a 6  little 

modernization, leaving it mostly intact for t h e  laPOs 

professional restoration. �

Upper Brandon Plantation is located on a broad bend in the �
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unit4 states ~ l p . r t r ~ t  of the Intmrior �
National Park Service �
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Section -10- Page 1 Upper Brandon ~lmtation 
Prince Wrg.County, Virginia 

UTM COORDINATES �
1. 18 318860 4127360 �
2. 18 319180 4128120 �

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The nominated boundaries of U per Brandon Plantation are shown on the �
accompanying USCS map and are define8 by UTM coordinate points. They are also �
represented by tax rcelmaps. The property contains 3 arcels totaling 2,138.5 �
acres. Tax parcef"nwnbers 190(04) 00-00-A-0, 190( 04) to-00-B-0 (House site), �
190(04)00-00-C-0, and the area comonly known as Kennon Marsh, all listed with �
the Prlnce George County Real Eetate Asseeor’s Office. �

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION �

The boundaries of the nominated property represents the remaining portion �
of the original 1660 land patent of 5000 acres. The property maintams its �
working farm status and contains hietoric resources rtaining to agriculture and �
its developent. The main house and its auxilary gildings are a good example �
of the plantation seat system common at this period in Virginia. The Harrison �
family owned this property from the early 18th century to 1948, giving it a �
lengthy period of continuous occupation. �





and published by the Geological Survey 

@,5 � Topography Iiy photogrammetric methods from aerial 
DhotwraDhs taken 1963. Field checked 1965 


